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thought it more convenient that they should be estranged, and all said with perfect sincerity that they had no desire for anything but peace and friendly relations with Germany.
Campbell-Bannerman and Disarmament
If there was one thing on which Campbell-Bannerman had set his heart when he became Prime Minister, it was to procure some abatement in the competition in armaments which was rising steadily in these years. The Second Hague Conference was due to take place in 1907, and it seemed to him that his Government ought to be early in the field giving a lead in this direction. It therefore announced its intention to cut down battleship construction by 25 per cent., destroyer construction by 60 per cent., and submarine construction by 33 per cent. (July, 1906.) In March of the following year, to make his intention clear, the Prime Minister wrote an article which was published in the weekly paper then called The Nation, in which he offered to reduce armaments still further, if other Governments would do the same, and urged strongly that the subject should not be excluded, as the German and certain other Governments were supposed to desire, from the Hague Conference.
To CampbeU-Bannerman's surprise, this article, entirely pacific in intention, was regarded by the Germans as a menacing communication. Great Britain, they said, was calling on her neighbours to stop at the moment most convenient to herself, the moment when she was at the top of her own naval power, and when she had just launched a new type of battleship, die far-famed Dreadnought, which she asserted to be vastly superior to any possessed by her rivals. She was claiming an unchallengeable superiority for all time, and probably preparing to enforce this claim by arms, if it were not conceded. \             Nothing could have been farther from CampbeU-Bannerman's
f             thoughts, and he was unfeignedly astonished that any human
[             being could have put such an interpretation on his language.
\             It nevertheless required much patient explanation and tactful
'             diplomacy to convince the Germans and certain other European
Governments that Great Britain did not intend, when she (             launched her Dreadnought, to make a peremptory demand
*!             on other nations to cease their competition with her.


